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dancers dressed as spirits performed before the coffin. The
Moon Lady accompanied the ladies and afterwards took them
to the inner court and gave them tea. Then they were enter-
tained.
While Hsi-men Ch'ing was drinking with the others, he
suddenly heard the funeral gong being sounded, and a servant
hurried in to say that the prefect Hu had come and his sedan--
chair was waiting at the gate. Hsi-men Ch'ing, wearing his
mourning robes, went to the coffin to await his guest, and
asked Master Wen to dress and go to receive the prefect.
Servants came in with incense and paper offerings, and,
behind them, the prefect in plain dress and gold-buckled
girdle. A number of officials followed him, some to hold his
robes, others to adjust his girdle, and so on. When the prefect
came to the coffin, Ch'un Hung knelt and offered him incense..
The prefect took it and burned it before the body, twice
making a reverence.
"I pray your Excellency to rise,'* Hsi-men Ch'ing said.
"I am very grateful to you." He made reverence in return.
"I only heard yesterday that your lady had died/' the
prefect said. "I am sorry I come so late.*'
"My wife's illness was incurable," Hsi-men said. "It is
very good of you to come."
Master W£n was with them. They went to the hall and
offered the prefect a cup of tea. Then he went away, Master
WSn accompanying him to the gate.
That day the people who came to make offerings to the
dead did not leave until the evening. The next day Moon-
beam came and burned paper offerings before the coffin. The
Moon Lady saw that the girl made an offering of eight plates
of cakes and three of other refreshments and she called for
a white silk skirt for the girl. Cassia and Silver Maid each
made an offering of three ch'iens. The Moon Lady told Hsi-
men Ch'ing and he said: "Give each of them a silk skirt, no
matter what they offer." The Moon Lady took them to the
inner court and there they had tea. In the evening, a number
of friends and kinsmen came to spend the night. A troop of
actors had been engaged and were waiting to perform their
plays, Li Ming, Wu Hui, Cheng FSng and Ch£ng Ch'un
were with them. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing had fifteen tables arranged

